
156

Horse owners are renowned for their optimism and in the case of Guy 

McKinney, it was owner Harry B. Rea’s optimism that carved him a unique 

niche in the annals of harness racing, that of the very first horse to win the 

Hambletonian.

purchase. He recovered and trained for a two-year-old career with only three 

starts in which he never figured.

Harry B. Rea ignored the colt’s past futility on the racetrack and made the 

January 1, 1926 nominating payment. The colt responded to this show of faith 

with flair — he put together an unbeaten string of wins to carry him to the Hambo.

heat victory. From there, he won several other stakes, including the Kentucky Fu-

Guy McKinney changed hands at auction in the fall of 1926, with the 

over to trainer Tom Berry for the specific purpose of breaking the 1:59½ record. 
¾ in 

Phoenix, Arizona, which stood until 1938.

to host the inaugural Hambletonian over Kalamazoo, Michigan and Atlanta, 

came into the race undefeated at three and was the post time favorite at 3-2 

in the pools.

New York Mayor Jimmy Walker presented the cup for the inaugural race, and 

noting Ray’s green jacket said, “Well, you’ve got the right colors anyway.”

in 1999 dollars.  That was a record purse until 1950.  The New York State 

the 1998 Hambletonian. 

GUY McKINNEY, b c, by Guy Axworthy-Queenly McKInney, by McKinney CHARM, by Belwin - Axcharm, by Axworthy 

Lexington, KY . . . 1   1

TIME BY QUARTERS:

1/4 1/2 3/4 MILE

:31¼ ½

:31½ ¼ ¼

Ben White entry of Charm, Bronx, Station Belle and San Juan sold second choice.


